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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

E.  H.  WALKER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health: 

(who  are  also  Assistant  Divisional  Medical  Officers  in  the  whole-time 
service  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council) 

BARBARA  M.  KNIGHT,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

MARJORIE  T.  DARE,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.  N.  DOBSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Dental  Officers: 

(Lancashire  County  Council) 

J.  S.  HIGHAM,  B.D.S. 

A.  IRENE  KURER,  B.D.S. 

(Appointed,  September  1952) 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Director: 

U.  KAY,  C.S.I.B.,  M.lnst.P.C.,  D.P.A.  (London). 

Meat  and  Food  Inspector: 

*A.  MARKLAND,  C.S.l.B. 

District  Inspectors,  1952: 

*R.  C.  SANDERSON,  C.S.l.B.,  A.M.I.P.C. 
(Resigned,  December  1952) 

^G.  ROEBUCK,  C.S.l.B. 

(Resigned,  September  1952) 

*H.  FARRER,  C.S.l.B. 

*G.  N.  HART,  C.S.l.B.  . 

H.  C.  ANKERS,  C.S.l.B. 

*G.  WATER  WORTH,  C.S.l.B.,  D.P.A.  (London) 
(Appointed,  November  1952) 

Meat  Inspectors  (Temporary): 

U.  HAMNETT,  C.S.l.B. 

*W.  T.  BARTON,  C.S.l.B. 

*  Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR 
THE  YEAR  1952. 


Area  (Statute  Acres)  . .  . .  . 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 
mid-1952  . 

(Census,  1931) . 

(Census,  1921) . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1952)  according 
to  Rate  Books)  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census,  1931)  . . 


3,530 

62,860 

56,791 

46,535 


17,890 

13,610 


Persons  per  acre .  17-52 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census, 

1931) .  14,705 

Rateable  Value  . £550,105 

Product  of  Id.  Rate .  £2,251 


VITAL  STATISTICS  BASED  ON  THE  NET  BIRTHS 
AND  DEATHS  AFTER  CORRECTION  FOR  INWARD 
AND  OUTWARD  TRANSFERS  AS  FURNISHED  BY 
THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL. 


Live  Births 

j  Legitimate  . . 

}  Illegitimate  . . 

M. 

. .  . .  527 

F. 

439 

Total 

966 

. .  . .  20 

22 

42 

Total  . . 

•  • 

. .  . .  547 

461 

1,008 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

popu- 

lation  (adjusted)  .  15-2 


Still  Births  .  27 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births .  26 

Deaths  .  692 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation  (ad^justed)  .  12-3 

The  crude  death  rate  of  11-0  per  1,000  population,  after 
adjustment  by  the  use  of  the  comparability  factor  of  1-12 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  gives  a  death  rate  of  12-3 
per  1,000,  which  is  statistically  comparable  with  the  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  11-3  per  1,000. 
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Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  . .  None 
Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . .  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births .  19-00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. .  16-56 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  68-80 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  Ill 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  None 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) .  None 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  Gastritis  and  Enteritis  ....  3 

The  above  statistical  rates  are  based  on  a  population  of 
62,860,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  at  the  middle 
of  1952. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1952. 


Registrar-General’s  Classification . 

Males  Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  10  7 

2.  „  other  .  —  1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  .  2  2 

4.  Diphtheria  .  —  — 

5.  Whooping  Cough .  —  — 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  .  —  — 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis .  —  — 

8.  Measles  .  —  — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ....  1  — 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  5  11 

11.  ,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus  ....  18  2 

12.  „  „  breast .  —  8 

13.  „  „  uterus .  —  8 

14.  ,,  „  (other  sites)  ....  30  27 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia .  1  1 

16.  Diabetes  .  —  4 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ....  40  57 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .  64  36 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease .  8  14 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .  43  66 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  .  14  21 

22.  Influenza .  —  1 

23.  Pneumonia  .  19  10 

24.  Bronchitis .  29  10 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ....  2  1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum .  3  2 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea .  2  1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis .  5  6 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate .  4  — 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion .  —  — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .  4  1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ....  27  33 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents .  4  4 

34.  All  other  accidents .  , .  7  10 

35.  Suicide  .  2  3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war .  —  1 


All  causes .  344  348 

692 
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WARD  INCIDENCE  OF  DEATHS  OCCURRING  IN  1952. 


Stretford  . . 

. .  . .  100 

Longford  . . 

..  ..  113 

Talbot  North  . . 

....  73 

Talbot  South  . . 

....  62 

Trafford  . . 

. .  . .  101 

Cornbrook 

. .  . .  93 

Clifford 

....  89 

Park  “A”  . .  . . 

....  19 

Park“B”  ..  .. 

....  42 

Total .  692 


BIRTHS. 

On  the  Registrar-General’s  figure  of  1,008  registered 
births,  a  crude  birth  rate  for  the  year  of  16*0  per  1,000 
estimated  resident  population  is  obtained,  which  is  adjusted 
by  use  of  the  comparability  factor  of  0-95,  giving  a  birth 
rate  of  15*2  per  1,000,  comparable  with  the  birth  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  of  15-3  per  1,000. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Stretford  residents  recorded 
by  the  Registrar-General  is  692  (see  Table  on  page  6). 

451  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
including  45  deaths  of  non-residents  which  were  transferred 
to  their  appropriate  registration  areas:  286  Stretford  residents 
died  outside  the  district.  The  net  number  of  deaths  of 
Stretford  residents  (occurring  within  or  outside  the  district) 
was  therefore  692.  Of  this  number,  453  (or  65-5  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deaths)  occurred  after  the  age  of  65  years. 


Age  at  death 

Numt 

01  .... 

....  19 

1—2  .  .  . . 

. .  . .  — 

2—5  . .  . . 

..  ..  1 

5—15  ..  .. 

....  2 

15—25  ..  .. 

....  6 

25—45  . .  . . 

....  29 

45—65  . .  . . 

..  ..  182 

65—75  . .  . . 

. .  . .  197 

75  and  over 

. .  . .  256 

Total  . . 

. .  . .  692 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  LIFE  STATISTICS,  1952 
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STRETFORD  .  .  15-2  0-42  12-3  Nil  Nil  i  0-27  |  0-46  Nil  Nil  0-01  Nil  0-4  i  19-0 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 
HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the 
Authority  are  given  on  page  3  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Laboratory  facilities  for  the  examination  of  Pathological 
and  Bacteriological  specimens  are  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health),  at  Monsall 
Hospital,  Manchester.  A  branch  laboratory  was  opened  at 
143  Regent  Road,  Salford,  in  December.  There  is  frequent 
and  mutual  collaboration  between  the  Department  and  the 
Laboratory,  and  valuable  advice  has  been  readily  given  in 
the  investigation  of  sources  of  infection.  Dr.  Parker  and  his 
staff  at  the  Laboratory  have  continued  to  give  prompt  advice 
which  has  been  of  practical  value. 

The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations,  1951. 

Eleven  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notihed  during 
1952,  as  compared  with  thirteen  in  1951.  All  patients  made 
a  satisfactory  recovery. 

The  apparent  increase  over  previous  years  is  largely 
accounted  for  by  the  altered  definition  which  has  been 
applied  since  1st  August,  1951.  Few  cases  have  been  due  to 
conditions  directly  related  to  the  confinement. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  by  the  Registrar-General 
during  1952. 

The  improvement  in  the  mortality  figures  since  1932  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(Registrar-General’s  figures) 


Year 

Stretford 

England  and  Wales 

Maternal  Deaths 

Maternal  Mortality 
Rate 

Maternal  Mortality 
Rate 

1932 

3 

4-08 

4-24 

1933 

5 

7-07 

4-24 

1934 

3 

2-48 

4-41 

1935 

3 

3-74 

3-93 

1936 

3 

3-98 

3-81  ’ 

1937 

3 

3-76 

3-11 

1938 

3 

2-63 

3-08 

1939 

2 

2-86 

2-82 

1940 

1 

1-50 

2-16 

1941 

— 

_ 

2-23 

1942 

2 

2-63 

201 

1943 

5 

5-17 

2-29 

1944 

1 

0-87 

1-93 

1945 

3 

2-84 

1-79 

1946 

1 

0-76 

1-43 

1947 

3 

2-16 

M7 

1948 

1 

0-79 

1-02 

1949 

— 

0-98  ' 

1950 

1 

0-93 

0-86 

1951 

1 

0-98  ! 

0-79 

1952 

— 

1 

0-72 

Deaths  from  abortion  have  been  included  each  year  since  1943. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1952. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OE  AGE. 


Page  Eleven 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1952  was  19  per  1,000  live 
births,  as  compared  with  18-7  in  the  previous  year.  From 
the  table  on  page  11  it  will  be  observed  that  of  the  19  deaths 
of  children  under  1  year  of  age,  10  occurred  within  1  month 
of  birth. 


NEO-NATAL  DEATHS. 

Prematurity. 

5  deaths  were  due  to  Prematurity  : — 

3  within  24  hours. 

1  at  2  days. 

1  at  4  days. 

Pulmonary  Atelectasis. 

2  within  24  hours. 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage. 

1  within  24  hours. 

1  at  1  day. 

1  at  6  days. 

52  per  cent,  of  the  total  infantile  mortality  for  the  year 
was  due  to  the  10  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  first  month 
after  birth. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water,  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  area  relating  to  Water  Supply,  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Local  Authority  for  the  prevention  of  pollution  of 
rivers  and  streams  is  the  Mersey  Rivers  Board. 

The  effluent  from  the  Stretford  Sewage  Works  discharges 
into  the  Kickety  Brook  and  eventually  into  the  River  Mersey. 
Examination  of  the  effluent  is  carried  out  systematically  by 
the  Mersey  Rivers  Board,  and  in  every  instance  during  the 
year  the  samples  have  been  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 


Closet  Accommodation  (end  of  1952). 

No. 

of  Middens .  . 

— 

9  9 

Closets  attached  to  these  Middens 

— 

99 

Pail  Closets  . 

23 

99 

Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  Middens). .  . .  . 

— 

99 

Fresh-water  Closets . 

22,764 

99 

Movable  Ashbins  for  refuse  . 

19,118 

9  9 

Waste-water  Closets  . 

— ■ 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  arrangements  are  efficient  and  satisfactory,  in  spite 
of  difficulties  connected  with  man-power  problems  and 
increased  costs. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  tabular  statement  is  submitted  by  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  under  Article  27(18)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935  : — 

Inspections  by  Sanitary  Staff  during  1952 — 

Dwellings  . 2,991 

Factories  .  243 

Shops  . 1,095 

No.  of  notices  served  during  the  year — 

Statutory — Public  Health  Acts . *  174 

Informal .  522 
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Results  of  service  of  notices — 

Statutory — Public  Health  Acts.  Complied  with  132 

Informal — Complied  with  or  in  hand .  438 

Outstanding .  84 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered . 1,310 

Defects  or  nuisances  abated . 1,116 

In  addition  to  the  informal  notices  referred  to  above, 
letters  of  intimation  as  to  nuisances  have  been  sent  in  79 
cases,  making  a  total  of  601  instances  in  which  informal 
action  has  been  taken  to  obtain  a  remedy. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  two  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination  plants. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools 
in  the  Borough. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  all  primary  and  secondary 
schools  is  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  the  water 
supply  to  each  school  is  from  the  Manchester  Corporation. 
Each  school  is  visited  once  every  quarter  by  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  reports  to  the  Committee  for 
Education.  Defects  found  are  promptly  remedied. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  three  premises  registered  for  the  conduct  of 
offensive  trades  (two  fat  melting,  one  gut  scraping),  the 
supervision  of  which  is  among  the  duties  of  the  sanitary 
inspectors. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

There  are  no  “common  lodging  houses”  in  the  Borough, 
but  162  “houses  let  in  lodgings”  were  registered  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

(a)  Statistics. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year. 


Pre- 

Traditional 

fabricated 

Permanent 

Houses 

Houses 

(i) 

By  the  local  authority  .... 

Nil 

70 

(and  174  flats) 

(ii) 

By  other  local  authorities . . 

Nil 

— 

(iii) 

By  other  bodies  or  persons 

Nil 

39 

Houses  completed  since  1939. 

Re-Built  after 

demolition  due  to 

New 

enemy  action 

(i) 

By  the  local  authority 

..  *1,121 

30 

(ii) 

By  other  local  authorities. . 

.  .  ■ — 

— ■ 

(iii) 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  . 

.  ..  1176 

99 

Total . 

..  1,297 

129 

*  Includes  42  prefabricated  houses  and  402  flats,  t  Includes  24  flats. 


(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . .  1,648 

{h)  Number  of  inspections  formally  or  inform¬ 
ally  made  for  the  purpose .  4,456 

.(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid¬ 
ated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  . .  . .  Nil 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation .  13 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  1,635 
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(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  Notices. 

Nuniber  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  (or  their  officers)  .  1,198 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

{a)  By  owners  . . 

ib)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  10 


{b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied .  ]44 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  the  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

{a)  By  owners  .  j25 

{b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


id)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made 

•  * 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

1  room  having  been  rendered  fit 

*  •  «  t 
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(4)  Housing  Act,  1936— Part  IV— Overcrowding. 

{a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 

at  end  of  year . 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(hi)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

{b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year  . 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  .  .  . .  " 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 
such  cases . 


26 

53 

160 


Information 

inadequate 


(5)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

No  schemes  were  submitted  and  no  applications  for 
Improvement  grants  were  received. 


(b)  Housing  Conditions 

(I)  General  Observations  as  to  Housing  Conditions. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  accommodation  in  the 
Borough  is  good,  but  approximately  800  houses  are  incapable 
of  repair  at  reasonable  cost  and  more  than  1,000  houses  will 
require  extensive  repairs  during  the  next  few  years  to  maintain 
them  fit  for  human  habitation.  Amenities  generally  are  good, 
except  in  the  older  type  large  family  houses  now  let  in  lodgings. 
Here  the  intensive  occupation  of  all  rooms  results  in  a  serious 
Jack  of  separate  amenities.  Most  of  the  known  cases  of 
overcrowding,  of  which  there  are  102,  occur  in  these  rooms 
let  off  in  units  of  one,  two  or  three,  and  accommodating 
growing  families.  Most  of  these  lodgers  are  applicants  on 
the  Council’s  waiting  list  for  housing  accommodation. 


(2)  Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses. 

{a)  Extent  of  shortage,  stating  minimum  number  and  type 
of  houses  required  : 

1,760  applicants  on  register. 

Houses  required  :  584  1 -bedroom  type. 

830  2-bedroom  type. 

804  3-bedroom  type. 

33  4-bedroom  type. 

9  5-bedroom  type. 
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{b)  Particulars  of  any  housing  scheme  in  hand  or  con¬ 
templated  : 

8  houses  and  224  flats  under  construction  at  end 
of  year. 

35  houses  and  135  flats  planned  for  1953. 

(c)  Any  special  difficulties  in  the  way  of  providing  suitable 
sites  for  new  houses  : 

Scarcity  of  available  sites. 

(3)  Overcrowding. 

{a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  houses  owned  by 
the  local  authority  which  have  been  relieved  in  1952  : 

Five. 

(b)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dvelling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local  authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  : 

None. 

(c)  Any  other  particulars  in  respect  of  overcrowding, 
e.g.,  causes  : 

Some  relief  has  been  afforded  by  the  action  of  the 
Housing  Department  as  indicated  under  3(^7)  above, 
but  there  is  still  much  unhealthy  “crowding”  which 
falls  short  of  statutory  overcrowding  standards. 
This  is  especially  true  in  houses  divided  into  what 
are  euphemistically  described  as  separate  flats, 
without  adequate  separate  amenities. 

(4)  Fitness  of  Houses. 

{a)  Difficulties  found  in  action  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  or  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

None. 


Number  of  houses  which  have  not  an  adequate  water 
supply  : 

None 


(c)  Number  of  houses  which  have  no  separate  water  closet 
or  other  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  : 

None. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  &  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1937 

in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES. 

Home  Office  Form  572. 


(1)  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 
RELATING  TO  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Premises 

(I) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

No. 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of  : 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(7) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(4) 

:  Written 
Notices 
(5) 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  .  . 

1 

45 

30 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  .... 

2 

283 

210 

2 

(hi)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises) 

3 

1 

1 

3 

Total  . 

329 

241 

— 

— 
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HOME  OFFICE  FORM  572  (continued) 

(2)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Only  one  dairy  farm  now  survives  within  the  Borough, 
producing  a  total  quantity  of  approximately  40  gallons  of 
milk  per  day. 

The  control  of  milk  production  is  now  the  responsibility 
of  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Service,  a  branch  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


Registration  of  Retail  Distributors. 


Applications 
for  Registration 
received 

Applications 

granted 

Number  of 
Notices  to 
show  Cause 

Applications 
granted  after 
Notice  to 
show  Cause 

Total 

Applications 

granted 

Removed 
from  Register 

On  Register 

at  December 

31st,  1952 

Dairymen 

{i.e.  Retail  Distri¬ 
butors  of  Milk  with 
dairy  premises)  ....  — 

7 

Retail  Distributors 

of  Bottled  Milk  only  1 5 

15 

— 

— 

— 

110 

Retail  Distributors 
from  premises  out¬ 
side  district  .  2 

2 

16 

Total  .  17 

17 

— 

1 

“  1 

133 
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EXAMINATIONS  OF  MILK  SAMPLES. 
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Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  ^ 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 


Licences  granted  during  1952. 


Designation 

To  Retail 
from 
Premises 
within  the 
Borough 

To  Retail 
from 
Premises 
outside  the 
Borough 

Total 

Pasteurised  . 

106 

13 

119 

Sterilised  . 

113 

14 

127 

Tuberculin  Tested . 

29 

12 

41 

Totals  . 

248 

39 

287 

Adulteration. 

The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938, 
1944  and  1950,  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board 
and  General  Powers)  Act,  1938,  the  Milk  and  Cream  Regula¬ 
tions  and  the  Condensed  and  Dried  Milk  Regulations  is 
carried  out  by  this  Authority. 

During  the  year  182  samples  were  examined  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  by  the  Salford  City  Analyst,  who 
is  appointed  analyst  for  the  Borough. 

Eight  samples  were  reported  as  not  genuine  ;  five  con¬ 
cerned  milk,  two  ice  cream,  and  one  egg  albumin  substitute. 

Three  of  the  milk  samples  were  deficient  in  fat  3-3%,  5-0% 
and  6*6%  respectively;  it  was  deemed  sufficient  to  advise  the 
farmer  to  improve  the  quality  of  his  milk,  and  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Sampling  Officer  in  whose  area  the  farm  was  situated 
was  also  notified. 

Milk  sample  No.  1339  was  reported  to  be  5*9%  deficient 
in  non-fatty  solids  due  to  the  presence  of  extraneous  water. 
In  view  of  the  excellent  record  borne  by  the  farmer,  his 
explanation  was  accepted  and  he  was  cautioned. 
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One  informal  sample  of  mixed  milk  was  reported  2*9% 
deficient  in  non-fatty  solids;  further  samples  were  taken  and 
found  to  be  genuine. 

Two  ice  cream  samples  were  reported  deficient  9*3%  in 
non-fatty  solids  and  4%  deficient  in  fat  respectively  ;  the 
manufacturers  were  warned,  and  further  samples  proved 
genuine. 

A  sample  of  egg  albumin  substitute  obtained  at  a  school 
kitchen  was  reported  deficient  in  protein.  No  record  of  its 
purchase  was  available,  but  it  was  withdrawn  from  use. 
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SAMPLES  EXAMINED. 
Report  of  the  Borough  Analyst. 


1 

1 

Number  a 
or  otherw 
rise  to  in 

dulteratcd 
ise  giving 
"egularity 

Per  cent. 
Adultera¬ 
tion 

Samples 

Number 

examined 

Preserva¬ 
tives  only 

Other 

Ways 

FOODS : 

Milk  . 

105 

5 

4-8 

Arrowroot  . 

2 

_ 

Cakes,  Eccles . 

T 

— 

— 

_ 

Cheese,  Processed  . . 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

Cherries,  Glace  .... 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

Coconut,  Sweet 
Tenderised  Desictd. 

1 

Cream,  Synthetic  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder. . . . 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

Egg  Albumen 

Substitute 

1 

1 

1000 

Fruit,  Dried  . 

1 

_ 

— 

Fruit  Essence . 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

Gelatine  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gravy  Browning. ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Herbs,  Dried  . 

2 

- - - 

— 

Ice  Cream  . 

23 

— 

2 

8-7 

Jam . 

2 

— 

Jelly  Powder  . 

1 

— 

Meringue  Powder  . . 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

Mincemeat . 

1 

— 

— 

Morfat  .  .  . 

1 

Orangeade  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Paste,  Fish  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Paste,  Meat . 

2 

— 

— 

Peas,  Tinned  . 

4 

— 

— 

Potato  Crisps . 

2 

— 

— 

- - - 

Sage . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sodium  Alginate  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Suet,  Chopped  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tea  Tablets . 

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar,  Malt  .... 

3 

— 

DRUGS : 

Camphorated  Oil  . . 

1 

— 

— 

Cough  Rings, 

Children’s 

1 

. 

'  __ 

Digestive  Mints  .... 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

Epsom  Salts  . 

1 

— 

—  ! 

— 

Epsom  Salt  Tablets 

1 

— 

— 

Iodised  Throat  Tablets 

1 

_ 

. — _ 

— 

Nerve  Tonic  . 

1 

1 

i 

— 

— 

Seidlitz  Powders.  . . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Wintergreen  Ointmt. 

1  i 

— 

— 

— 

1  Zinc  Ointment  .... 

1  : 

_  i 

— 

— 

Total  Food  and  Drugs  j 

182 

—  i 

8  ^ 

4-4 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  table  on  page  28  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease.  There  has  been  no  serious  epidemic,  the 
notifications  and  the  mortality  approximating  to  the  average 
for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  clinical  type  of  scarlet  fever  continues  to  be  mild. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified,  as  compared  with 
one  case  in  1951. 

Two  other  cases  which  were  notified  were  proved  in 
hospital  to  be  tonsilitis. 

Antitoxin  is  available  to  all  medical  practitioners  at  Park 
Hospital,  Flixton. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

This  is  now  a  function  of  the  Divisional  Health  Committee 
and  is  kept  under  constant  review.  Material  for  immunisation 
is  available  for  use  by  General  Practitioners  on  application  at 
the  Divisional  Health  Offices  and  the  Town  Hall,  Stretford. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  whooping  cough  or  measles. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Eleven  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified.  Six  of 
these  patients  were  confined  in  hospital  and  five  at  home. 
All  were  investigated,  and  in  none  was  there  any  evidence 
of  Streptococcal  infection. 

In  addition,  there  were  four  cases  of  septic  abortion  which 
were  treated  in  hospital,  and  recovered. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Two  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  and 
treated,  with  completely  satisfactory  results.  In  neither  case 
was  admission  to  hospital  required. 

Food  Poisoning. 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning,  involving  thirty-three 
persons  notified  as  suffering  from  this  condition,  was  proved 
to  be  due  to  eating  steak  pudding  at  a  works  canteen,  after¬ 
wards  found  to  be  infected  with  Clostridia  welchii. 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

There  was  one  confirmed  case  of  the  paralytic  type.  The 
patient  recovered  without  paralysis. 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis 
in  the  Borough  since  1945  : — 


Age  inc 

under 

1 

idence 
1  year 

Over  1 

1 

year 

0-2 

3-5 

6-8 

9-11 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6  + 

Year 

imths. 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

Total 

1945 

1946 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1947 

— 

— 

1 

. 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

4 

9 

1948 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

3 

1949 

— 

— 

If 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

15 

1950 

i  — 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

8 

16 

1951 

' 

1 

1 

2 

1952 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total  j  — 

1 

2* 

2 

1 

5 

! 

5 

5 

2 

1 

3 

21 

46 

*  Not  immunised — some  paralysis, 
t  Not  immunised — fatal. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  to  suggest  any  causal  con¬ 
nection  between  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  onset 
of  poliomyelitis. 
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CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  NON-NO TIFIABLE  DISEASES  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL. 
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WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1943—1952. 
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Notifications  were  cancelled  or  amended  in  accordance 
with  the  hospital  diagnosis  in  seven  cases,  viz.  : — 

In  1  case  notified  as  Dysentery,  diagnosis  was 
amended  to  : 

Gastro-enteritis,  1. 

In  1  case  notified  as  Measles,  diagnosis  was 
amended  to  : 

Scarlet  Fever,  1. 

In  1  case  notified  as  Scarlet  Fever,  diagnosis  was 
amended  to  : 

Rubella,  1 . 

In  2  cases  notified  as  Diphtheria,  diagnosis  was 
amended  to  : 

Tonsilitis,  2. 

In  1  case  notified  as  Erysipelas,  diagnosis  was 
amended  to  : 

Eczematous  Dermatitis,  1. 

In  1  case  notified  as  Para-typhoid,  diagnosis 
was  amended  to  : 

Influenza,  1. 

In  1  case  notified  as  Scarlet  Fever  and  not  admitted  to 
hospital  the  diagnosis  was  amended  to  : 

Measles,  1. 

The  figures  given  in  the  preceding  tables  are  amended 
figures  after  correction  of  diagnosis. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  IN  DIAGNOSIS 

OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Patients  Contacts 

Positive  Negative  Positive  Negative 


Swabs  for  Diphtheria  .... 

— 

42 

— 

16 

Sputum  for  Tuberculosis  . . 

— 

3 

. .  — 

— 

Faeces  for  Dysentery  .... 

19 

105 

11 

94 

Faeces  for  Food  Poisoning 

37 

18 

— 

10 

Faeces  for  Para-typhoid  . . 

2 

— 

. .  — 

18 
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DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  formaldehyde 
spray  and  formalin  vapour  generators.  Infected  bedding  and 
other  articles  suitable  for  disinfection  by  steam  are  dealt  with 
at  Ladywell  Hospital,  Salford.  Other  articles  are  disinfected 
in  situ  by  formalin  or  sulphur.  Full  details  of  the  work  of 
this  section  of  the  Department  are  contained  in  the  Report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Public  Health  (Small-Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  these  Regulations  during  the  year. 


CANCER. 

The  death  rate  from  Cancer  was  1-77  per  1,000  population 
of  the  Borough. 

Ill  deaths  were  recorded  from  cancer,  and  these  are 
shown  by  age  distribution  and  site  of  disease  on  page  35. 

At  the  age  groups  shown  belov/  the  deaths  from  cancer 
are  compared  with  total  deaths  : — 


At  ages  (years) 

Total 

0—35 

35—45  45—65 

65  and 
over 

Total  deaths  from 
cancer .  l 

5  ,  43 

62 

111 

Total  deaths  from 
all  causes  _  36 

21 

182 

453 

692 

Percentage  of 
cancer  deaths  to 
total  deaths  . .  2-8 

23-7 

23*7 

13-6 

160 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1952. 
Site  of  Disease  and  x4ge  at  Death. 


! 

1 

!  At  Ages  (years) 

i  '  

CANCER 

(Site) 

At  all 
Ages 

1  0  to 
35 

i  35  to 
45 

’  45  to 
:  65 

65  and 
over 

Tongue  . 

2 

[  _ 

1 

i 

!  1 

Oesophagus  . 

1  1 

— 

— 

1 

Pharynx  . 

i  1 

— 

— 

1  1 

_ 

Larynx . 

1 

— 

— 

;  1 

Bronchus  . 

10 

— 

_ 

6 

4 

Lung . . 

9 

!  - 

— 

7 

2 

Lung  and  Breast . 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

'  _ 

Breast  . 

6 

_ 

_ 

2 

4 

Spine  . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Spine  and  Lung . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Stomach  . 

15 

_ 

_ 

3 

12 

Ventriculi . 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Liver  . 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Liver  and  Breast . 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

Liver  and  Stomach  . 

Liver  and  Pancreas 

1 

I 

I 

— 

1 

1 

Liver  and  Colon . 

_ 

1 

Liver  and  Rectum  . 

1 

_ 

_ 

■  1 

Colon  . 

13 

— 

2 

5 

6 

Pancreas  . 

7 

— 

_ 

4 

3 

Caecum . 

1 

_ 

1 

_ , 

Rectum  . 

8 

3  ’ 

s 

Bowel  . 

2 

j 

2 

Bladder  . 

2 

-- 

_ 

1  ! 

1 

Ovary  . 

3 

— 

1 

1 

_  1 

2 

Uterus  . 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

Cervix  . 

8 

_ 

_ 

6 

2 

Vagina  . 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

Peritoneum  . 

1 

3 

1  * 

1 

Prostate  . 

3 

Skin  . 

2 

— — 

_ 

1  ’ 

1 

Carcinomatosis  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Totals  . 

111 

1 

5 

! 

43 

i 

62 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

56  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  5  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were  19  deaths 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  1  death  from  non-pulmonary 
forms  of  the  disease. 

During  the  year  a  special  review  of  the  register  was  under¬ 
taken,  which  resulted  in  a  net  reduction  of  44  in  the  number 
of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  31st 
December,  1952,  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


i  F 

1 

’ulmonary 

Noi 

i-Pulmonary 

Total  Pulmonai 
Non-Pulmon 

•y  and 
ary 

^  Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

;  181 

1 

161 

342 

47 

59 

106 

228 

220 

448 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1952. 


1 

{ 

jAge  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

j  Years  : 

i  0- . 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

6 

1 

1 

1.  1 

^  CNl 

5 

1 

2 

4 

9 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,10- . 

15- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-  . 

25- 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

35- 

1 

45- 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

55- 

1 

1 

1 

65- 

75  and  over 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals.  . 

27 

29 

3  2 

1 

13 

6 

— 

1 

56 

5 

1 

19 

1 

Page  Thirty-Six 


Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1943-1952. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

‘ 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Year 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 

1943 

46 

25 

15 

17 

12 

15 

2 

2 

1944 

31 

32 

6 

8 

22 

12 

1 

1945 

51 

30 

8 

9 

13 

3 

2 

3 

1946 

38 

24 

15 

16 

38 

10 

5 

3 

1947 

37 

24 

10 

11 

23 

13 

3 

1 

1948 

40 

26 

8 

11 

19 

10 

2 

1 

1949 

33 

20 

5 

7 

17 

7 

1 

2 

1950 

35 

20 

5 

5 

10 

6 

— 

2 

1951 

46 

26 

4 

8 

10 

1 

2 

1 

1952 

... 

27 

29 

3 

2 

13 

6 

'■ 

1 
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Non-Notified  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  tuberculosis  which  had  not 
previously  been  notified  : — 

(1)  A  man,  aged  75  years  :  certified  cause  of  death  : 

Coronary  atheroma  and  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

(2)  A  woman,  aged  54  years  :  certified  cause  of  death  : 

{d)  Uraemia. 

{b)  Tuberculosis  of  (Rt)  kidney. 

(c)  Remaining  after  (Lt)  nephrectomy. 

No  action  has  been  required  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to 
persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  rnilk  trade,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  19^2 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  » 

I  have  the  privilege  to  present  to  you  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Staff  and  the  operation 
of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  for  the  year  1952,  particulars 
of  which  are  set  out  in  the  pages  which  follow. 

Two  vacancies  occurred  during  the  year  for  District  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and,  apart  from  the  time  taken  to  fill  these,  the 
Inspectorate  was  at  full  strength.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
two  officials  resigned  through  any  sense  of  dissatisfaction,  as 
the  work  here  is  full  of  interest  and  variety  and  conditions 
are  conducive  to  the  officers  and  staff  being  content  in  the 
execution  of  an  important  and  worth-while  job.  The  reason 
for  occasional  resignations  can  be  found  in  the  urge  to 
obtain  promotion,  and  possibly  to  reside  in  more  congenial 
surroundings.  This  latter  consideration  becomes  more 
attractive  now  that  the  National  Salary  Scales  have  been 
established,  with  a  resultant  uniformity  of  reward  for  equal 
responsibilities. 

That  the  officers’  time  has  been  well  spent  during  the 
year  under  review  may  be  seen  from  the  increased  number 
of  inspections  made  and  from  the  larger  total  of  defects  and 
contraventions  remedied.  The  progress  achieved  with  food 
premises  has  been  maintained,  and  in  this  connection  extra 
visits  have  been  paid  as  compared  with  the  year  1951. 
Educational  work  too  has  continued,  both  in  visits  to 
premises  and  in  the  classes  specially  organised  for  food- 
handlers.  Reference  to  the  portion  of  the  report  dealing 
with  meat  inspection  will  give  members  cause  for  satisfaction 
in  view  of  the  commendable  way  in  which  these  duties  have 
been  executed,  and  the  resultant  high  standard  of  carcase 
meat  being  distributed  to  retailers.  This  is  the  first  year  since 
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slaughtering  was  centralised  during  which  your  own  officers 
have  been  able  to  control  the  quality  and  soundness  of  the 
meat  supply  to  the  Borough. 

Due  to  fluctuations  in  the  demand  for  paper  salvage,  the 
recovery  of  this  material  tends  to  rise  and  fall,  to  the  great 
discomfiture  of  those  officers  concerned  with  estimates  of 
income  and  expenditure.  Three  years  ago  recovery  of  waste 
paper  had  to  be  abandoned,  and  although  faced  with  similar 
conditions  during  the  latter  half  of  1952,  the  organisation 
was  not  wound  up  completely,  in  the  hope  that  it  could  be 
speedily  expanded  when  circumstances  improved.  Despite 
this  setback  it  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  a  surplus  of 
£640,  after  deducting  expenditure  from  income,  at  the  end 
of  the  financial  year.  This  is  about  one-fifth  of  what  could 
have  been  achieved  if  brisk  demand  and  high  prices  had 
been  maintained. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Committee  and  Council  for  the 
generous  encouragement  which  they  have  always  accorded 
me  in  the  execution  of  their  instructions  and  the  duties  of 
the  office,  and  to  my  colleagues  in  all  Departments  for  their 
willing  co-operation  and  assistance. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  KAY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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(1)  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Complaints  received  and  investigated. 

The  department  received  643  complaints  during  the  course 
of  the  year  from  householders,  shopkeepers  and  other  persons 
in  relation  to  drainage  and  housing  defects,  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions,  water  supply,  atmospheric  pollution,  evidence  of 
infestation,  contaminated  or  unsound  food,  and  other  matters 
adversely  affecting  the  public  health  of  the  Borough,  as  set 
out  in  the  table  below  : — 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Number 

received 

Obstructed  drains . 

21 

„  cellar  drain  . 

14 

„  passage  drain  . 

1 

,,  sink  waste-pipe . 

2 

„  water  closet  . 

7 

„  yard  drain . 

4 

Defective  water  closet . 

17 

„  plaster . 

13 

„  dustbin . 

21 

„  house  roof . 

89 

,,  floors  . 

11 

„  windows  . 

15 

,,  fireplaces  . 

14 

„  kitchen  sink . 

3 

„  lavatory  basin  . 

2 

„  yard  surface . 

4 

„  wall  . 

21 

,,  kitchen  range  . 

— 

,,  gutters . 

14 

„  chimney . 

26 

„  drains  . 

4 

Dampness  of  house  . 

60 

Accumulation  of  refuse . 

6 

Dirtv  house  . 

General  insanitary  conditions  . 

18 

House  infested  with  vermin . 

71 

Rats  and  mice  infesting  dwellings  . 

112 

Emission  of  smoke . 

1 

Requests  for  Inspector  to  call  (nature  of  complaint 

not  stated) . 

2 

Overcrowding . 

2 

Food  . 

11 

Mscellaneous . 

57 

Total  . 

643 
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(b)  Visits  and  Inspections. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  aforementioned  complaints,  and 
by  reason  of  routine  visits  or  calls  for  advice  and  assistance, 
2,991  separate  premises  were  visited  by  the  Inspectorate.  In 
many  instances  the  nature  of  the  work  called  for  repeated 
visits,  so  that  the  total  number  of  inspections  for  the  year 
reached  15,522,  as  shown  in  the  classified  statement  which 
follows  : — 


Visits  and  Inspections 

Number 

Houses — 

Public  Health  Acts . 

2,155 

Housing  Acts  . 

543 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

408 

Overcrowding  . 

102 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests . 

1,551 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings . 

74 

Rivers  and  Streams . 

13 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds . 

1 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . 

10 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  . 

16 

Factories  with  Power  . 

214 

,,  without  Power . 

29 

Workplaces  . 

32 

Outworkers’  Rooms . 

114 

Bakehouses  . .  . 

92 

Public  Conveniences . 

8 

Theatres,  Cinemas,  etc . 

21 

Schools  . 

37 

Shops  Acts . 

420 

Petroleum  Acts . 

63 

Vacant  Land  and  Dumps  . 

33 

Common  Yards  and  Passages  . 

2 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc . 

494 

Miscellaneous  Visits . 

1,148 

Vermin  . 

992 

Offices  . 

42 

Re-Visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — 

Public  Health  Act  . 

3,073 

Housing  Acts  . 

115 

Offensive  Trades  . 

9 

Smoke  Observations . 

213 

Meat  and  Other  Foods — 

Slaughterhouses . 

1,406 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Stalls . 

192 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers . 

35 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers . 

66 

Grocers  and  other  Food  Shops . 

542 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

51 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops . 

202 

Food  Vehicles . 

17 

Ice  Cream  Premises . 

99 

Restaurants  and  Dining  Rooms . 

172 

Other  Food  Premises  . 

307 

Public  Markets  and  Stalls  .  . 

7 

Milk  Samples . 

79 

Food  and  Drug  Samples  . 

250 

Ice  Cream  Samples . 

73 

Total  . 

15,522 
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(c)  Amelioration  of  Environment. 

In  the  abatement  of  defects  and  unsatisfactory  conditions, 
together  with  contraventions  of  statute  law,  byelaws  and 
regulations  administered  by  the  department,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  serve  677  informal  and  174  statutory  notices 
during  the  period  under  review.  The  work  required  was 
normally  executed  within  a  reasonable  time,  but  in  a  few 
cases  where  dwelling-house  property  was  involved,  some 
delay  was  experienced  due  to  various  factors,  well  known  to 
members  of  the  Council,  which  render  maintenance  of  house 
property  a  somewhat  reluctant  duty.  Although  legal  action 
was  initiated  in  a  few  cases  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
appear  in  Court  to  secure  compliance  with  Abatement 
Notices.  A  statement  of  defects  remedied  and  progress  of 
notices  is  given  below  ; — 


Defects  remedied. 

Number 

Houses — 

Chimneys  and  stacks  repaired . 

76 

Cooking  ranges  repaired  or  renewed  . 

2 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired . 

99 

Dampness  abated  . 

28 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  or  renewed  . . 

8 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . 

32 

Eavesgutters  repaired  or  renewed . 

170 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  . 

32 

Food  stores  provided  or  renewed . 

2 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed . 

104 

Handrails  fixed  in  staircases . 

6 

Lighting  provided  . 

2 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . 

284 

Repairs  to  water  supplies . 

58 

Rooms  cleansed  and  re-decorated . 

5 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed . 

95 

Sinks  provided . 

1 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  . 

6 

Sashcords  provided . 

40 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed  . 

5 

Ventilation  provided . 

9 

Walls  (external)  re-pointed,  etc . 

163 

Wall  plaster  repaired  . 

187 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed . 

223 

Water  supplies  provided . 

7 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed . 

29 

Yards  and  passages  paved  or  renewed .  ! 

66 

Drainage — 

Drains  cleansed  of  obstructions  . 

166 

Drains  repaired  or  re-constructed . 

122 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  . . 

16 
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Abatement  of  Nuisances — continued. 


Defects  remedied 

Number 

Water  Closets — 

New  water  closets  provided . 

13 

Water  closet  compartments  repaired  . 

34 

Water  closets  cleansed 

5 

Water  closet  pedestals  provided  . 

35 

Water  closet  cisterns  provided  or  renewed  . . 

42 

Dustbins — 

New  dustbins  provided  . 

1539 

Miscellaneous — 

Offensive  accumulations  removed . 

24 

Animals — nuisances  abated  . 

7 

Dirty  premises  cleansed . 

28 

Contraventions  remedied  in — 

Slaughterhouses . 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . 

— 

Shops  . 

16 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . 

— 

Offices . 

1 

Butchers’  premises  . 

2 

Food  premises  generally . 

24 

Stables  and  Piggeries . 

— 

Factories  and  Workshops . 

7 

Bakehouses . 

2 

Ice  Cream  premises . 

— 

Total  . 

3872 

INFORMAL  NOTICES. 


Subject 

Outstanding 

31/12/51 

. 

Served 

Abated 

Outstanding 

31/12/52 

Public  Health  Acts  . . 

103 

677 

696 

84 

Housing  Acts  . 

Factories  Acts — 

— 

19 

10 

9 

Mechanical  Power 

3 

7 

4 

6 

Non- Mechanical 

_ 

4 

4 

3 

Shops  Act . . . 

9 

4 

13 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Milk  and  Dairies 

6 

22 

28 

— 

Regulations 

2 

_ _ 

2 

- - - 

Total  . 

123 

736 

757 

102 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES. 


Section 
of  Act 

! 

i 

i 

Subject 

Out¬ 

standing 

31/12/51 

Served 

Abated 

1  Out- 
:  standing 
'  31/12/52 

24 

Maintenance  of  a 

length  of  public 

sewer  . 

_ 

22 

22 

39 

Drainage . 

— 

12 

9 

3 

45 

Defective  water- 

closet 

1 

2 

3 

56 

Defective  paving 

— 

8 

6 

2 

91-100 

Conditions  prejudi- 

cial  to  health  . . 

13 

130 

106 

37 

Total  . 

14 

174 

146 

42 

(2)  DRAINAGE. 

The  examination,  testing,  repair  and  reconstruction  of 
drains  to  all  existing  buildings  will  always  remain  one  of  the 
important  factors  in  the  promotion  of  better  health,  and 
much  useful  work  has  been  performed  in  this  connection 
during  the  year.  The  inspection,  testing  and  supervision  of 
all  drainage  work  and  installation  of  sanitary  fittings  in  new 
properties  is  also  a  function  of  the  department,  and,  by 
co-ordination  with  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department,  all 
drawings  of  proposed  new  buildings  are  referred  to  your 
Inspectors  for  examination  and  prior  judgment  of  proposed 
drainage  work.  When,  after  final  inspection  and  testing, 
drainage  schemes  and  ancillary  fittings  are  proved  to  be  in 
accordance  with  byelaws,  certificates  to  that  effect  are 
furnished  to  the  Borough  Engineer. 

The  supervision  of  such  work  during  the  period  under 
review  called  for  1,551  visits  to  new  and  existing  property. 

Works  of  maintenpce  on  “public  sewers”  (so  defined  in 
the  Public  Health  Act  in  contradistinction  to  “private  sewers”) 
again  featured  amongst  the  supervisory  duties. of  the  staff. 
Repairs  to  combined  drains  serving  58  premises  in  1 1  blocks 
of  property  resulted  in  an  expenditure  of  £772,  which  was 
recoverable  from  the  respective  owners  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(3)  RODENT  CONTROL. 

As  previous  reports  have  indicated,  the  problem  of  rodent 
infestation  is  now  under  control  throughout  the  Borough, 
and  there  are  no  “major”  infestations.  The  occurrence  of 
“minor”  infestations  is  due  to  three  main  factors:  (a)  drain- 
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age  defects,  {b)  normal  movement  of  rodents  in  search  of 
feeding  places,  and  (c)  concealment  of  rodents  in  bulk  foods 
during  transport. 

Although  prevailing  conditions  have  never  been  so  satis¬ 
factory,  there  can  be  no  room  for  complacency  and  relaxation 
of  effort.  Consistent  with  this  purpose,  the  staff  have  made 
a  valuable  contribution  in  the  diminution  of  damage  to 
structures,  reduction  of  loss  of  foodstuffs  through  contamina¬ 
tion,  and  in  preventing  spread  of  infection  by  limiting 
substantially  the  depradations  of  the  rodent  population.  The 
extent  of  these  preventive  measures  is  indicated  in  the  following 
details  of  work  undertaken  during  the  twelve  months  : — 


SURFACE  INFESTATION. 


Type  of  Property 

Premises 

treated 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Rats 

killed 

Mice 

killed 

Local  Authority  .... 

26 

48 

13 

19 

Dwelling-houses  .... 

141 

329 

25 

314 

Agricultural . 

2 

3 

188 

— 

Industrial . 

370 

832 

865 

209 

Total  . 

539 

1212 

1091 

542 

In  addition  to  measures  taken  against  surface  infestations, 
two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  Borough  Engineer.  The  results  obtained 
indicated  some  diminution  of  infestation,  as  did  the  results 
of  test  baiting  in  September,  1952,  as  compared  with  August, 
1951.  A  comparison  of  the  two  maintenance  treatments 
shows  a  reduction  in  areas  of  infestation  in  spite  of  the 
natural  increase  in  rat  population  in  the  sewers  between  the 
campaigns,  viz.  : — 

1952 

March  September 


Total  number  of  manholes .  1,898  1,898 

Number  of  manholes  baited .  187  104 

Number  of  manholes  showing  prebait 

take  .  73  58 

Number  of  manholes  showing  complete 

prebait  take  .  62  45 


One  of  the  newer  rodenticides  “Warfarin”  was  brought 
into  fairly  general  use  during  the  year,  as  it  possesses  definite 
advantages  over  any  of  the  poisons  in  common  use  in  this 
country.  The  substance  is  an  anti-vitamin  K  compound 
which  inhibits  the  production  of  Prothrombin  (the  blood 
coagulating  factor  manufactured  by  the  body).  Rodents 
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feeding  on  baits  containing  minute  quantities  of  “Warfarin” 
(0*1%  for  common  rat  and  0-5%  for  ship  rat),  over  a  period 
of  five  to  fourteen  days,  die  from  spontaneous  internal 
haemorrhage. 

Being  undetectable  when  mixed  with  baits  it  causes  no 
poison  prejudice  and  colonies  of  rodents  will  continue  to 
feed  from  “Warfarin”  bait  until  the  last  of  their  number 
expires  without  suspecting  the  cause.  Dry  baits  consisting 
of  oatmeal  and  “Warfarin”  are  useful  for  combating  the 
possibility  of  reinfestation  if  permanent  baiting  stations  are 
established.  These  may  be  left  for  up  to  four  weeks,  and 
thus  result  in  a  saving  of  man-hours.  Although  “Warfarin” 
is  not  the  final  word  in  relation  to  all  types  of  infestations 
by  rodents,  the  conditions  of  infestation  with  which  the 
department  has  had  to  contend  during  the  year  under  review, 
lent  themselves,  generally  speaking,  to  the  efficient  applica- 
cation  of  the  new  rodenticide. 

(4)  HOUSING. 

(a)  Inspections  and  Repairs. 

Amelioration  of  living  conditions  in  the  houses  of  more 
than  5%  of  the  public  again  occupied  much  of  the  attention 
of  your  Inspectors  and  the  results  achieved  were  very  compar¬ 
able  with  those  of  the  previous  year.  In  all,  4,456  inspections 
were  made  for  the  purpose  of  detection  of  housing  defects 
and  supervision  of  repairs.  This  resulted  in  1,198  dwelling- 
houses  being  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action, 
125  after  formal  notices,  and  10  were  made  fit  by  the  local 
authority  in  default  and  the  expenditure  involved  re-charged 
to  the  owners  for  the  time  being,  who  agreed  to  repay  over 
a  term  of  years  with  accrued  interest. 

(b)  Standard  of  Housing  Accommodation. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  accommodation  within 
the  Borough  is  good,  but  it  is  known  that  approximately  800 
dwelling-houses  are  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost, 
and  that  a  further  150  dwellings  may  be  found  to  deteriorate 
to  such  an  extent  within  the  next  five  years  as  to  justify 
their  inclusion  in  the  same  category.  The  acute  housing 
shortage  has  so  far  militated  against  the  formulation  of  a 
slum-clearance  programme,  but  serious  consideration  of  this 
aspect  of  public  health  will  be  called  for  in  the  near  future. 
In  this  connection  the  scarcity  of  available  sites  for  re-housing 
purposes  will  present  special  difficulties. 

In  addition  to  those  houses  where  repairs  cannot  be 
executed  on  the  grounds  of  unreasonable  cost,  the  final  fate 
of  which  must  be  complete  demolition,  it  is  known  that 
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there  are  more  than  1,000  houses  which  will  require  fairly 
extensive  repairs  within  the  next  few  years  to  maintain  them 
fit  for  human  habitation.  The  scarcity  of  housing  accom¬ 
modation  still  continues,  and  has  resulted  in  the  large  type 
houses  erected  in  the  late  nineteenth  century  being  let  in 
lodgings.  All  the  rooms  are  sub-let  and  intensively  occupied 
to  a  point  approaching  overcrowding  with  a  resultant 
inadequacy  of  separate  amenities.  Some  amelioration  of 
such  conditions  and  abatement  of  overcrowding  was  secured 
during  the  year. 

(c)  Disinfestation. 

Treatment  was  afforded  in  respect  of  61  Council  houses 
and  136  private  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year. 
A  total  of  315  rooms  were  treated  and  the  normal  methods 
of  pressure  dusting  and  application  of  liquid  insecticides 
incorporating  D.D.T.  and  Gammexane  proved  satisfactory. 
No  major  infestations  of  long  standing  were  reported  and 
consequently  no  dwelling-houses  were  fumigated  by  HCN. 

(5)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Sanitary  Staff  made  408  visits  for  the  purpose  of 
investigation  and  prevention  of  spread  of  infectious  diseases 
(including  tuberculosis).  249  rooms  were  sprayed  or  fumi¬ 
gated,  90  separate  lots  of  bedding  were  removed  for 
steam  disinfection.  In  12  cases  bedding  was  destroyed  with 
the  owner’s  consent. 

(6)  FACTORIES. 

(a)  Defects  and  Contraventions. 

In  accordance  with  the  responsibilities  placed  on  the 
department  for  the  supervision  of  sanitary  accommodation 
in  all  factories  and  in  respect  of  cleanliness,  overcrowding, 
temperature,  ventilation  and  drainage  of  floors  in  any  factory 
m  which  mechanical  power  is  not  used,  275  routine  visits 
were  made.  The  following  tables  show  the  relationship 
between  visits  made  and  defects  remedied  ! — 


INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

45 

29 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

283 

214 

Other  premises . 

1 

32 

Total  . 

329 

275 
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DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . 

9 

11 

10 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

7 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

- - 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — - 
Insufficient . 

1 

1 

Defective  . 

10 

14 

12 

Other  offences . 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

19 

33 

30 

(b)  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire. 

Byelaws  as  to  provision  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire  in  certain  factories  are  administered  by  the  Department. 
The  factories  in  question  fall  outside  the  scope  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  by  reason  of 
not  more  than  twenty  persons  being  employed  therein,  or  not 
more  than  ten  persons  on  any  floor  above  ground  level.  In 
all  cases  where  greater  numbers  are  employed,  or  in  which 
explosive  or  highly-imflammable  materials  are  stored  or  used, 
the  administration  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  rests 
with  the  Borough  Engineer. 

(c)  Outworkers’  Premises. 

In  certain  trades,  lists  of  outworkers  have  to  be  kept  in 
the  prescribed  form  and  manner  and  are  required  to  be  sent 
to  the  local  authority  during  February  and  August  showing 
the  outworkers  employed  during  the  preceding  six  months. 
The  houses  are  visited  in  all  cases,  and  where  they  reside 
ontside  the  Borough  the  necessary  particulars  are  transmitted 
to  the  appropriate  district,  whilst  neighbouring  Public  Health 
Departments  reciprocate  with  lists  of  Stretford  residents 
engaged  in  Homework. 

114  inspections  of  outworkers’  premises  were  made  during 
the  year  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(d)  Smoke  Observations. 

There  are  177  factory  chimneys  in  the  district  capable  of 
emitting  smoke  and  other  products  of  combustion,  with  a 
resultant  pollution  of  the  atmosphere.  The  only  condition 
deemed  to  be  a  nuisance  is  the  emission  of  black  smoke  for 
a  period  of  2  minutes  in  the  aggregate  within  any  continuous 
period  of  30  minutes  from  the  chimney  of  any  building  other 
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than  a  private  dwelling-house.  There  were  20  time-recorded 
observations  taken  during  the  year,  but  the  time  concession 
was  not  exceeded  in  any  of  these  periods.  It  is  felt  that  the 
standard  for  “smoke  nuisance”  should  be  modified  to  include 
dense  smoke  of  colour  other  than  black,  and  in  view  of  the 
tarry  character  of  domestic  smoke  and  its  large  contribution 
to  atmospheric  pollution  (in  relation  to  the  amount  of  coal 
consumed)  there  seems  every  justification  for  placing  the 
occupiers  of  both  domestic  premises  and  industrial  or  com¬ 
mercial  premises  under  the  same  obligation. 

The  education  of  persons  in  charge  of  installations  burning 
bituminous  coal  in  the  science  of  boiler  management  is  still 
a  fruitful  field  of  endeavour.  Where  it  is  appropriate,  the 
attention  of  firms  is  drawn  to  the  classes  arranged  at  the 
Manchester  College  of  Technology  in  Boilerhouse  Work. 
146  inspections  of  boilerhouse  plant  were  made  during  the 
year  by  the  inspectorate. 

(7)  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

(a)  Meat  Inspection  at  time  of  slaughter. 

The  year  under  review  witnessed  a  large  increase  in  the 
responsibilities  of  the  Department  in  respect  of  the  post¬ 
mortem  examination  of  carcase  meat  at  the  Mode  Wheel 
Slaughterhouses,  to  the  extent  of  an  extra  20,000  food 
animals.  Every  animal  slaughtered  has  been  examined  for 
evidence  of  disease  or  unsoundness,  and  this  has  involved 
the  staff  in  extra  work  outside  office  hours  due  to  the 
slaughtering  being  carried  out  at  irregular  times. 

The  increased  kill  is  the  result  of  the  implementation  of 
proposals  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  establish  centralised 
slaughtering  arrangements  at  Mode  Wheel  Cattle  Market. 
This  has  operated,  with  a  brief  intermission  since  January 
7th,  1952,  and  the  work  is  carried  on  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
and  in  complete  compliance  with  the  conditions  required  by 
the  Department. 

The  wholehearted  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food, 
Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association  and  the  men  actually 
engaged  in  slaughtering  deserves  special  mention,  for  it  has 
greatly  facilitated  the  thorough  inspection  of  all  carcases,  and 
has  resulted  in  a  standard  of  slaughteiing  and  dressing  of 
which  all  concerned  may  be  justifiably  proud. 

In  addition  to  the  Ministry’s  arrangements,  there  are  two 
slaughterhalls  occupied  by  private  firms  engaged  in  the 
slaughter  of  horses  for  human  consumption.  The  type  of 
animal  brought  here  for  this  purpose  continued  to  be  good, 
but  the  throughput  for  the  year  was  reduced  by  approxi¬ 
mately  one-third. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

1 

1 

Sheep 

1 

1 

excluding 

j 

and 

i 

1 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

i 

1  Horses 

;  Goats 

1 

Number  killed  .... 

3.214 

986 

252 

;  16,300 

i  2,741 

:  48 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except 

3,214 

986 

252 

;  16,300 

2,741 

.  48 

Tuberculosis  : 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Carcases  of  which 

4 

22 

3 

i  22 

29 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. . 

835 

241 

1 

1,102 

450 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 

ease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  .... 

26-105% 

26-673% 

1-587% 

6-895% 

17-474% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 
Whole  carcases  con- 

demned  . 

Carcases  of  which 

14 

30 

— 

— 

3  ; 

1 

— 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. . 

401 

347 

i 

9  1 

Percentage  of  the 

1 

. 

number  inspected 
affected  with 

1 

i 

Tuberculosis  .... 

12-912% 

38-235% 

— 

— 

0-437% 

— 

The  weight  of  condemned  material  was  65  tons  9  cwts. 
3  qrs.  4  lbs.  and,  in  accordance  with  the  Livestock  (Restric¬ 
tion  on  Slaughter)  Order,  1940,  this  was  stained  with  green 
dye  to  indicate  that  it  was  infit  for  human  food. 

The  conditions  which  necessitated  the  condemnation  of 
whole  carcases  are  as  shown  below  : — 


Condition 

Cows 

Heifers 

Bullocks 

Calves 

Sheep 

Horses 

Generalised 

Tuberculosis 

30 

12 

2 

3 

Gangrenous  Mastitis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gangrenous 

Pneumonia 

3 

Septic  Mastitis  .... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Metritis  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Septic  Pleurisy  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Septicaemia  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pyaemia . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Toxaemia . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Severe  Bruising  .... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fevered  . . 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

9 

Moribund  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Multiple  Sarcoma  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcinoma . 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Emaciation  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

10 

3 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Melanoma  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Oedema  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Umbilical  Pyaemia 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Totals . 

52 

14 

4 

3 

22 

32 
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(b)  Other  Foods. 

Various  articles  of  food  were  examined  upon  request,  or 
during  routine  visits  to  food  shops,  warehouses  or  food¬ 
preparing  premises,  and  during  the  period  under  review  a 
total  weight  of  1 1  tons  1 1  cwts.  0  qrs  3  lbs.  was  surrendered 
when  declared  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Details  of  Foodstuffs  Surrendered. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables . 

5 

0 

16 

Canned  Fruit . . 

7 

5 

2 

0 

Evaporated  Milk  . 

5 

2 

20 

Canned  Meats . 

1 

5 

2 

20 

Ration  Meat  (retail  shops)  . . 

9 

3 

18 

Cereals  . 

1 

2 

23 

Dried  Fruit  and  Vegetables  . , 

11 

2 

8 

Jam  . 

2 

8 

Canned  Fish  . 

1 

0 

4 

Rabbits  . 

1 

3 

0 

Fowl . 

1 

0 

Miscellaneous . 

1 

2 

0 

26 

Total 

..  11 

11 

0 

3 

(c)  Food  Premises. 

The  year  1952  was  a  most  encouraging  one  from  the 
point  of  view  of  improved  conditions  in  all  types  of  premises 
used  for  the  preparation,  sale,  storage  or  distribution  of  food. 
The  large  majority  of  food  premises  are  of  a  really  high 
standard  of  hygiene,  and  the  Department  is  justifiably  proud 
at  the  outcome  of  years  of  educational  work  in  this  field, 
intensified  over  the  past  three  years,  in  the  campaign  based 
upon  the  Standard  Code  of  Practice  for  Food  Premises. 
Routine  visits  during  the  year  numbered  1,765. 

Lectures,  films  and  demonstrations  relative  to  Hygienic 
Food  Handling  were  continued  successfully,  and  during  the 
calendar  year  181  persons  attended  the  classes.  Of  the  84 
who  entered  for  the  examination,  69  were  successful  in 
securing  the  Diploma  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association 
in  Hygienic  Food  Handling. 

Control  of  the  purity  and  quality  of  food  was  again 
exercised  during  the  year  by  the  Sampling  Officer,  and 
particulars  of  milk  samples  and  food  and  drugs  samples  are 
included  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Supervision  of  plant  and  general  conditions  at  ice  cream 
premises,  purchase  of  samples  and  assessment  of  applications 
for  registration  were  again  among  the  duties  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  accounted  for  98  visits.  Additions  were  made  to 
the  register,  and  to  ensure  minimum  possibilities  for  con- 
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tamination  of  the  product,  all  applicants  were  invited  and 
agreed  to  undertake  to  sell  only  completely  wrapped  pre¬ 
packed  ice  cream.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  is 
shown  below  : — 


REGISTER  OF  ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream .  16 

Sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream .  126 

Total .  142 


RESULTS  OF  ICE  CREAM  TESTING. 


Bacteriological. 

Samples  of  loose  ice  cream 
(manufactured  in  Stretford) 
Samples  of  loose  ice  cream 
(manufactured  elsewhere) 
Samples  of  wrapped  ice  cream 
(manufactured  elsewhere) 

Total  . 


Meth.  Blue  Reduction 

Test 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

14 

1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

? 

3 

1 

1 

1 

20 

3 

2 

4 

Chemical. 

Samples  of  loose  ice  cream 
(manufactured  in  Stretford) 
Samples  of  loose  ice  cream 
(manufactured  elsewhere) 
Samples  of  wrapped  ice  cream 
(manufactured  elsewhere) 

Total  . 


Fat  Content 

More 

Less 

than 

5—10 

2i— 5 

than 

10% 

W 

/o 

% 

/o 

2 

4 

— 

— 

9 

4 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

11 

11 

1 

(8)  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

Increased  attention  was  given  by  the  District  Inspectors 
to  conditions  affecting  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop  and 
office  workers,  and  462  visits  were  made  to  ensure  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  relevant  legislation.  On  the  whole,  conditions 
in  shops  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and  arrangements  for 
sanitary  accommodation,  washing  facilities  and  storage  of 
outdoor  clothing  were  improved  in  certain  cases.  The 
influence  of  the  war  years,  resulting  in  the  prompt  closing 
of  shops  due  to  commodities  being  in  short  supply,  has  been 
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carried  over  to  the  present  day,  and  closing  hours  and  per¬ 
mitted  hours  of  employment  of  shop  assistants  are  generally 
adhered  to  quite  rigidly.  A  few  irregularities  were  dealt  with 
informally  and  promptly  remedied. 

Although  statutory  standards  are  lacking  for  office  accom¬ 
modation,  the  department  adopts  presumptive  standards 
which  have  been  proved  to  be  reasonable  in  the  light  of 
conditions  encountered.  Environmental  factors,  such  as 
heating,  ventilation,  lighting,  floor  space,  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  and  similar  amenities,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
in  the  offices  visited. 

(9)  MISCELLANEOUS  DUTIES. 

(a)  Cinemas. 

Periodic  inspection  of  the  Cinemas  in  the  Borough  in 
regard  to  sanitary  accommodation  are  carried  out  by  the 
staff,  and  minor  defects  which  may  be  found  are  promptly 
remedied. 

(b)  Explosives. 

During  the  year  57  persons  were  registered  for  the  sale  of 
fireworks  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Explosives 
Act,  1875.  There  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  which 
require  to  be'  licensed  for  the  storage  of  explosives.  Where- 
ever  ammunition  for  small  arms  is  stored  or  sold,  the  quantities 
have  been  kept  below  the  prescribed  minimum,  to  avoid  the 
need  for  licences. 


(c)  Game  Licences. 

Five  licences  to  deal  in  game  were  issued  during  the 
year. 

(d)  Marine  Store  Dealers. 

Seven  Marine  Store  Dealers  are  registered  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  86  of  the  Public  Health 
(Amendment)  Act,  1907.  No  action  was  required  during 
the  year. 

(e)  Control  of  Rag  Flock. 

Visits  were  made  to  premises  where  furniture  and  bedding 
are  manufactured  and  where  rag  flock  and  other  filling 
materials  are  utilised  in  compliance  with  standard  specifica¬ 
tions.  No  samples  of  rag  flock  were  obtained  and  no  action 
was  found  to  be  necessary. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  which  require  to 
be  licensed  for  the  manufacture  of  rag  flock,  and  the  one 
registered  firm  using  such  material  went  out  of  the  district 
during  the  year. 
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(10)  HACKNEY  CARRIAGES. 

There  were  20  Licensed  Hackney  Carriages  operating  in 
the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  there  appears  to  be 
a  tendency  for  the  numbers  to  decrease,  probably  due  to  the 
limited  opportunities  for  plying  for  hire  and  the  unproductive 
mileages  involved  in  returning  from  destinations  which  are 
invariably  outside  the  Borough. 

The  policy  of  granting  Special  Hackney  Carriage  Licences 
for  vehicles  licensed  elsewhere  to  ply  for  hire  on  stands  at 
the  Lancashire  County  Cricket  Ground,  the  White  City 
Stadium  and  the  Manchester  United  Football  Ground  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year,  and  minor  improvements  were 
introduced  to  obviate  operational  difficulties. 

The  total  number  of  licences  granted  during  the  twelve 
months  and  the  income  in  fees  is  shown  in  the  Appendix 
at  the  end  of  the  Report. 


(11)  MORTUARY. 

The  early  part  of  the  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  new 
Mortuary  adjoining  the  Trafford  Public  Hall,  Talbot 
Road,  to  supersede  the  old  premises  in  City  Road,  and  the 
new  premises  were  brought  into  use  as  from  24th  March,  1952. 

The  buildings  comprise  reception  room,  with  refrigerated 
chambers  capable  of  holding  15  bodies,  attendant’s  office, 
post-mortem  room  with  office  and  usual  amenities  for  the 
doctor  conducting  post-mortem  examinations,  chapel,  viewing 
room,  waiting  room,  entrance  hall,  sanitary  accommodation, 
and  stores  for  materials.  All  these  arrangements  are  of  a 
very  high  standard  and  provide  a  Public  Mortuary  Service 
in  keeping  with  the  most  advanced  present-day  practice. 

The  new  service  required  additional  supervision  and 
staffing  as  compared  with  the  City  Road  Mortuary,  and  to 
rneet  the  position  a  part-time  mortuary  attendant  and  part- 
time  cleaner  were  added  to  the  establishment,  whilst  mainten¬ 
ance  contracts  for  the  refrigeration  plant  and  fluorescent  and 
cold  cathode  tubes  were  arranged. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  occasions  upon 
which  the  mortuary  was  required  for  the  reception  of  bodies 
and  the  causes  of  death  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

Number  of  occasions  when 
Mortuary  used 

City  Road 

Talbot  Road 

Natural  Causes  . 

13 

35 

Asphyxia  . 

1 

1 

Industrial  Injuries . 

1 

3 

Suicide  . 

2 

4 

Drowning  . 

I 

1 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning . 

_ 

2 

Overdose  of  Barbiturates  . 

I 

Unknown  Cause  . 

— 

1 

Total  . 

18 

48 

(12)  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951. 

Section  47 — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 

Only  one  such  case  arose  during  the  year  and  this  con¬ 
cerned  an  aged  woman  (93  years)  who  was  found  to  be 
living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  unable  to  devote  to  her¬ 
self  and  not  receiving  from  other  persons  proper  care  and 
attention.  A  Justice’s  Order  for  removal  and  detention  for 
one  month  was  obtained,  and  accommodation  was  secured 
at  Bridgewater  Hospital,  Patricroft.  When  the  patient’s  con¬ 
dition  had  improved,  she  was  transferred  to  the  Old  People’s 
Hostel,  98—100  Talbot  Road,  Stretford,  where  she  quickly 
responded  to  the  comforts  and  kindliness  shown  to  her. 

Section  50 — Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead. 

The  provisions  of  this  Section  impose  a  duty  on  the 
Council  of  causing  to  be  buried  or  cremated  the  body  of 
any  person  who  has  died  or  been  found  dead  within  the 
Borough,  in  any  case  where  it  appears  that  no  suitable 
arrangements  have  been  made  or  are  being  made  to  dispose 
of  the  body. 

During  the  year  two  such  cases  were  dealt  with,  and  a 
total  expenditure  of  £16.  2s.  6d.  incurred.  Burial  of  the  body 
of  a  male  aged  24  years  cost  £20,  and  a  death  grant  of  £6 
was  obtained  from  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  towards 
this  expenditure.  The  body  of  a  male  infant,  recovered  from 
the  Canal,  was  buried  at  a  cost  of  £2.  2s.  6d. 
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(13)  PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  159  applications  for  the 
renewal  of  storage  licences  and  9  new  applications  for  licences 
were  received  and  granted,  whilst  income  from  licence  fees 
amounted  to  £131.  15s.  Od. 

Sixty-three  visits  were  made  to  new  and  existing  installa¬ 
tions  to  supervise  new  work  and  modifications  and  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  underground  tanks  by  the  air  pressure 
test,  also  to  determine  whether  the  conditions  of  the  licences 
were  being  observed.  In  the  interests  of  public  safety,  an 
alteration  of  conditions  attached  to  licences  was  made  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  to  obviate  the  possibility  of  over¬ 
filling  or  outflow  of  petroleum  vapour  at  ground  level.  This 
concerned  the  use  of  separate  dip  pipes  which  must  be 
securely  capped  with  a  padlock  and  chain  and  kept  sealed 
during  filling.  The  most  suitable  arrangement,  and  the 
method  normally  recommended,  is  the  provision  of  a 
combined  dip  and  fill  pipe,  suitably  capped  and  padlocked. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  survey  of  all  existing 
installations  was  initiated  in  conjunction  with  a  presumptive 
Code  of  Practice,  and  as  a  result  many  installations  are 
being  brought  up  to  a  high  standard  of  security. 

(14)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection. 

Each  year  sees  a  gradual  expansion  of  the  refuse  collection 
service  consequent  upon  development  within  the  Borough,  so 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year  house  refuse  was  being  collected 
from  17,890  premises  and  trade  refuse  was  being  removed 
from  130  shops,  warehouses  and  offices.  The  number  of 
portable  dustbins  in  use  increased  from  18,696  to  19,118. 
There  are  no  ashpits  within  the  Borough.  The  contents  of 
23  pail  closets  are  collected  twice  weekly  from  premises  on 
the  docks  and  wharves  of  the  Ship  Canal,  which  are  res¬ 
tricted  to  the  conservancy  system  due  to  no  sewer  being 
available. 

The  work  of  collection  of  house  refuse  was  facilitated  by 
the  prompt  substitution  of  new  dustbins  for  unserviceable 
and  defective  receptacles  by  the  Department.  A  strict 
standard  of  inspection  is  enforced,  however,  and  only 
properly  certified  requisitions  to  provide  new  dustbins  are 
accepted,  in  order  to  keep  issues  under  the  Municipal  Dust¬ 
bin  Provision  Scheme  within  reasonable  proportions. 

The  number  of  dustbins  supplied  during  the  year  was 
1,539  and,  of  these,  124  were  non-galvanised  due  to  the 
Government  prohibition  of  the  use  of  spelter  for  the  purpose. 
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Collection  was  organised  on  the  “continuous”  system  to 
allow  some  flexibility  during  periods  of  increased  output  and 
to  take  advantage  of  reduced  quantity  during  the  summer 
months  when  holidays  account  for  reduced  available  man¬ 
power.  Despite  a  loss  of  approximately  9%  of  man-days, 
due  to  sickness  and  absenteeism,  it  was  found  possible  to 
clear  12%  of  the  household  dustbins  on  the  average  working 
day.  Further  details  of  the  relative  efficiency  of  the  collec-  ’ 
tion  service  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
operation  of  the  Department  for  the  financial  year  ending 
31st  March,  1953. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  whole  of  the  house  and  trade  refuse  collected  by  the 
Department  is  dealt  with  by  the  disposal  method  of  con¬ 
trolled  tipping,  which  in  just  a  few  months  effectively  breaks 
down  the  heterogenous  mass  of  refuse  into  innocuous 
material,  due  to  the  activity  of  bacteria  present  in  the  refuse. 
Sealing  of  all  surfaces  to  exclude  air  helps  this  process  and 
minimises  the  extent  of  infestation  by  rodents  and  insects. 
Regular  surveys  and  necessary  treatments  against  rats  were 
carried  out  during  the  year,  and  regular  spraying  with  tip 
dressing  (incorporating  D.D.T.  emulsified  in  water)  was 
practised  during  the  warmer  weather. 

Whereas  the  present  purpose  of  these  operations  is  to 
dispose  effectively  with  20,000  tons  of  town’s  refuse  per 
annum,  the  ultimate  purpose  is  to  reclaim  the  land  by  raising 
it  above  flood  level  and  covering  with  a  layer  of  earth  appro¬ 
priate  for  its  proposed  use,  and  with  this  in  view  120  tons 
of  top  soil  were  accepted  at  the  tip  without  cost  to  the 
Corporation. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  a  proposal  to  mechanise 
the  operations  on  the  tip  was  considered  and,  in  view  of  the 
favourable  conclusions  reached  by  the  Health  Committee,  a 
Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  more  fully  the 
implications  of  such  a  scheme  and,  after  viewing  various 
types  of  machine  under  operating  conditions,  to  make  suit¬ 
able  recommendations. 

The  effect  of  mechanisation  on  normal  expenditure  was 
estimated  to  be  beneficial  to  the  extent  of  £1,000  for  a 
complete  year  and,  accordingly,  it  was  decided  to  acquire  a 
bulldozer  during  the  financial  year  commencing  1st  April, 
1953,  at  an  estimated  capital  expenditure  of  £2,300,  including 
provision  of  a  fire-resisting  garage  and  fuel  storage  tank. 
The  advantages  of  operating  a  scraper  behind  the  machine 
were  not  overlooked  and,  although  this  partly  determined  the 
type  of  machine  selected,  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  scraper 
was  postponed  for  twelve  months. 
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(c)  Comparative  Cost  of  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Details  of  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  during  the  year, 
represented  in  terms  of  1,000  population  per  annum  and  per 
day,  also  yield  per  person  and  per  house,  are  set  out  below. 


Estimated  population  . 

Premises  . 

Total  collection . 

Yield  per  house  during  year  . . 

Refuse  produced  per  person  . . 

Yield  of  refuse  (365  days) 

Daily  yield  per  1,000  population  . , 
Output  of  refuse  per  1,000  population 


1952 
62,860 
18,220 
17,314  tons 
19  cwts. 

5-5  cwts. 
47-43  tons 
15-08  cwts. 
275-44  tons 


The  expenditure  incurred  in  providing  the  service  and  the 
unit  costs  are  set  out  in  the  summary  below  : — 


Gross  Expenditure  on  Collection  and 
Gross  Income — Trade  Refuse  . . 

Weighbridge  Fees  . . 

Tip  Rent . 

Nett  cost — collection  and  disposal  . . 

*Nett  cost  per  ton  . 

*Nett  cost  per  1 ,000  population 
*Nett  cost  per  1,000  premises  . . 
*Net  cost  equivalent  to  rate  in  £ 
Product  of  Id.  rate . 


1952 


Disposal  . .  £25,936 

..  ..£220, 

. .  . .  36  £462 

. .  . .  206  ) 

. £25,474 

. 27s.  9d. 


£390 
£1,322 
11 -520. 
£2,251 


*  These  figures  exclude  loan  charges. 


(d)  Transport. 

The  vehicles  employed  in  the  Department  at  the  close  of 
the  year  are  shown  in  the  table  below.  No  new  vehicles 
were  acquired  during  the  year. 


Date 

Registered. 

1946  Aug. 
1949  Aug. 
1949  Oct. 

1949  Nov. 

1950  Jan. 
1950  Mar. 
1950  May 
1950  May 
1950  May 
1950  Sept. 

1950  Sept. 

1951  June 


Registration. 

Make. 

Capacity. 

Cost 

£ 

GTD.523 

S.  &  D.  Side  Loader 

10  cu.  yds. 

930 

KTJ.587 

Dennis  Side  Loader 

10  cu.  yds. 

1075 

LTB.561 

S.  &  D.  Rear  Loader 

18  cu.  yds. 

1550 

LTC.90 

Austin  Tipper 

5  tons 

703 

LTD.  8  8 

Dennis  Side  Loader 

10  cu.  yds. 

1075 

LTE.880 

Austin  Rear  Loader 

18  cu.  yds. 

1379 

LTF.426 

Dennis  Side  Loader 

10  cu.  yds. 

1075 

LTF.427 

Dennis  Side  Loader 

10  cu.  yds. 

1075 

LTF.766 

Dennis  Side  Loader 

10  cu.  yds. 

1075 

MTC.499 

Dennis  “Paxit” 

18  cu.  yds. 

1995 

MTC.623 

Dennis  “Paxit” 

18  cu.  yds. 

1995 

NTB.952 

Austin  Van 

10  cwts. 

512 
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(e)  Salvage. 

On  the  whole,  1952  was  a  disappointing  year  from  the 
viewpoint  of  salvage.  The  gradual  recession  in  trade,  import 
quotas  and  monetary  policy  all  combined  to  create  a  cessation 
of  demand  from  the  paper  mills  for  our  erstwhile  most 
valuable  material,  waste  paper,  so  that  only  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  showed  a  return  comparable  to  the  previous 
year’s  attainment. 

The  recovery  of  kitchen  waste  continued  at  an  average 
level  of  output  and,  due  to  complaints,  more  communal  bins 
were  withdrawn. 


Details  of  Salvage  Sold. 


Baled  Paper  . 
Kitchen  Waste 
Iron  . . 

Textiles 
String 
Containers 


Weight 

Tons.  Cwts.  Lbs. 

.  .  147  0  84 

.  .  217  4  0 

..  1  2  28 
..  4  18  56 

3  28 
. .  12  3  0 


Totals  . .  . .  382  1 1  84 


Income 

£  s.  d. 

1957  14  4 
711  10  5 
3  18  6 
21  3  0 

1  16  6 
17  2  0 


£2713  4  9 


The  total  weight  of  salvage  sold  since  1939  was  11,144 
tons,  with  a  resultant  income  of  £42,753,  and  the  quantities 
of  the  principal  items  are  shown  below 


Baled  Paper 
Kitchen  Waste 
Textiles 
Bones 

Ferrous  Metal  . . 
Non-ferrous  Metal 
Bottles  and  Jars 

Glass . 

Tins . 

Rubber 


Tons 

. .  3,854 
.  5,599 
.  181 
.  131 

.  268 
.  20 

.  340  (69,957  doz.) 

.  141 

.  251 

. .  37 
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APPENDIX 


HACKNEY  CARRIAGE  AND  OTHER  LICENCES. 

The  following  Licences  have  been  issued  : 


Year  1952 

No. 

issued 

Rate 

Amount 

received 

Hackney  Coach  . 

20 

s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Hackney  Coach  Driver  . 

25 

1  0 

1  5  0 

Special  Hackney  Coach . 

79 

— 

Special  Hackney  Coach  Driver 

84 

1  0 

4  4  0 

Other  Licences  Issued  : 

Petroleum  . 

157 

Scale  1 

131  15  0 

Carbide  of  Calcium  . 

11 

do.  ^ 
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